Sex, Lies, and Mistaken Identities
Sex, Lies, and Mistaken Identities is the
background story to the original owner
of an early West Australian Pipe Organ.

Mistaken Identity.
The OSWA index of Western Australian
pipe organs lists that the Fincham organ
that was once in St Mary’s Church West
Perth was originally owned by a Mr
Mowbray Bunbury of Balingup.
However internet searches were unable
to provide any detail as to who
Mowbray Bunbury was.
An online search of the West Australian
births deaths and marriages recorded
that a Mowbray Bunbury was born in
Busselton, and this gave the ﬁrst clue to
ﬁnding who this man was.

By searching the internet, I discovered
his name was actually Moutray, but in
various legal and other documents it is
wri7en Montray. Having arranged for a
copy of the birth certiﬁcate, it is easy to
see that his name was mistaken for
Mowbray.
This is conﬁrmed in the registration of
his marriage to Mary Capel Vines in
1896.
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But is this our Mr Bunbury of the
Fincham organ? The answer is very
likely.
An article from a 1902 edition of
Bunbury’s Southern Times Newspaper
describes a “very pleasant gathering at
the house of Mr Moutray Bunbury,
Pictin… [and] Mr Bunbury… kindly
played several pieces on his beautiful
new organ—two manuals, with upwards
of 30 stops”

Given that the Fincham organ was
installed in 1905, this advertisement from
the West Australian Newspaper again
makes it likely that Mr Bunbury is an
organist – he is trying to sell a two
manual reed organ by Mason and
Hamlin. This was a Massachuse7s based
ﬁrm that was considered the world’s
leading manufacturer of pump organs in
the 1870s, producing in excess of 200
organs per week. He is by this time
living in Balingup where we know this
organ was installed, his address being
the Balingup Post Oﬃce via the South
West Railway.

After he died, a notice in the newspaper
also noted that he lived in Balingup for
several years, so almost certainly this
was our man.
Interestingly enough, he was well
connected. An article in a Queensland
newspaper in 1915 revealed he was heir
to a Irish baronetcy.

So you may ask, why did an organ built
for a private residence get dismantled
and rebuilt in a church so soon after it
was built? Our second heading gives a
hint of what is to come.

Sex….and the ﬁrst of lies.
Moutray Bunbury and his wife had
shifted to Victoria. The Bunbury family
had large interests in Victoria, including
farming, and had shifted to the town of
Dromana on the Mornington Peninsula.
Bunbury tended to remain on the farm,
and leave his wife in town.
This provides the circumstances for this
article from the Perth Truth newspaper
suggesting that scandalous headlines are
nothing new to the newspapers. And
yes, the WA magnate named in this
Victorian case (over the page) is none
other than our Moutray Bunbury.
Our Mr Bunbury ended up on the wrong
side of the law.
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In late September 1910 Bunbury was
charged with having been criminally
intimate with a girl under the age of 16,
and commi7ed for trial.
The trial took place in October 1910, and
the charges were dismissed as the girl’s
mother (Mrs Chandler) testiﬁed under
oath that her daughter was 17 and
produced a birth certiﬁcate.
However new information came to light
and on 8 February 1911, Mrs Chandler
was arrested in Perth, held on remand,
during which time a policeman was
despatched by ship from Melbourne to
return her to Melbourne to face charges
of perjury. These relating to lying about
her daughter’s age under oath, and
testifying that a false birth certiﬁcate was
that of her daughter. In March she
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to
nine months imprisonment with hard
labor.
Moutray Bunbury was subsequently
charged once again, appeared in court in
April, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced
to 18 months imprisonment with hard
labor. There were various mitigating
circumstances relating to the oﬀences,
and these may be found by researching
Trove digitised Australian newspapers
online (trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper).
Once again, the ingenuity of the tabloid
press in creating headlines is noted.
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At the time the press noted that Moutray
Bunbury hailed from the South-Western
district of Western Australia, where “he
and his people - are well known and
intermixed, by marriage with other older
families of this State. One of the Western
Australian electorates is named Bunbury,
probably after some member of the old
and prosperous Western Australian
family of that name.” This appears
incorrect, as the city was named after
Leiutenant Henry Bunbury who left
Western Australia in 1836. Moutray was
descended from an Irish family (hence
the baronetcy noted earlier), however his
wife was the granddaughter of
Georigana Molloy, one of the original
se7lers of the Busselton region.

More Lies
There is no information as to what
happened to Moutray after he left prison.
In 1916 he joined the Australian Imperial
Force. At this stage, he stated his age
was 43 years and 6 months, whereas his
real age was 8 years older, and stated
that he was a miner and a prospector.

We could speculate that this may have
been to hide his criminal history. He
also stated that he was a widower, but I
am unable to ﬁnd in any death register
an entry for his wife.
This lie regarding his age later came back
to haunt him, as defence archives reveal
that his real age became known.

Moutray did not appear to ﬁnd life as a
soldier easy, and this is accounted for in
some interesting entries from his military
ﬁle.

Another…“he is not likely to be an
eﬃcient soldier – age will be 51… he is
very slow and the marching is too much
for him.”

And another, which probably sums up
things very brieﬂy…“seems that Pte
Bunbury is useless”

In one his oﬃcer commanding asks
“How is Bunbury going”

The answers are revealing, and deﬁnitely
not what you would ﬁnd in current
Human Resources practice! One states
“Only throwing money away keeping
him on”

Private Moutray Bunbury embarked
from Fremantle in January 1917, but died
from cerebrospinal meningitis before
reaching the ba7leﬁelds of Europe, and
was buried at sea.
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His death was announced simply (and
incorrectly, potentially due to wartime
censorship) in the local paper.
But this article fails to answer so many
questions about the man and the organ
that he had installed in Western
Australia.
Who really was he? How
did he become an organist?
How did he obtain the funds
to purchase a pipe organ for
his home? How did his life
all come amiss in Victoria so
quickly? What inspired a
man in his 50s to lie about
his age and join the AIF in
the ﬁrst world war?
I suspect that many of this
questions will never be
answered – yet another
mystery in the early organ
history of Western Australia.
Andrew Gardner
At right: the Fincham organ as it stood in
St Mary’s Anglican Church, West Perth.
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With Pipes of Tin and Wood Make Known
With pipes of tin and wood make known
the truth each star displays:
creation is a field that’s sown
with seeds of thanks and praise.
Articulate with measured sound
the song that fills all solid matter sings.
With pipes of tin and wood restart
the fire the prophets knew
and fan the flame within the heart
to do what God would do.
Pull out the stops that train the ear —
the flute and reed to listen and more subtly hear
God’s call through human need.
With pipes of tin and wood repeat
the music danced and played to welcome home
and warmly greet the prodigal who strayed.
Let healing harmonies release
the hurt the heart compiles
that God through music may increase
the grace that reconciles.
With pipes disclose the song the world has blurred,
the hymn of life and love that flows
from God’s renewing word.
Then boldly open wide the swell
and with a trumpet call
announce the news we thirst to tell:
That Christ is Lord of all.

Dr Thomas H. Troeger, 1945 –
from Borrowed Light.
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The organ at
Stadtkirche Bremgarten,
Switzerland
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